AMERICAN SAINTS

Five Candidntes for the Honors of the
Altar,

T the following interesting letter to the
New Work Sun Rev.Edward F. Mc Sweeny,
mrafesanr nf maoral thealogy, ecclesizstion]
history and camon law ot Mt St Mary
Theclogical Seminary, Emmitsburg, M,
calls atiention to the fact that there are
five candidates for canonization, whose
claims, based on the heroic sanctity of their
lives in Ihis eountry, are now beiog ex-
amined by the proper ecclesiastical friba-
nal

“Tnvestigation inta the virines of Eliza-
heth Avne Seton, a New Yark lady, foun-
dress of the Sisters of Charity, has oecu-
pled 2 Haltimore ecclesiasticsl conrt now
these three vears, and may hald it mmch
longer, It will interest 21l concermed to
know that Father Bruté, long her confes-
sor_and spiritnal adviser, lmeelf enjoyed
a_high reputation for sanctity, being cailed
"The Angel of the Mountasin' He anti-
cipated minety vears gince, as his writings
show, that judicial inquiry would at some
future time be made inte hiz hely peni-
tents Tife. But he diro ia o candidate Tos
canonization. and 8t Mary's Mountain
may have its saint ag well as St. Joseph's
Yile,

"Father Bruté was the chief helper of
Father Dubois, Mew York's third Bishop,
in the founding of Mownt St Magy's Cal-
lege.  He afterward hecame Bis*mp of
Vincennes, and died in the ‘odor of holi-
ness’ in 1830, The Bishops of the Fourth
Provincial Council of Baltimore, held in
1840 and comprising all the Bishops then
in the United States, in their official report
to Pope Gregory XVT, thus refer to Bravé:
‘Since our last mecting we have 1o deplore
the death of our most dear brother Simon
Gabriel Bruté, Bishop of Vincennes, who
shone with so great splendor of virtue as
to leave all who knew him full of cenfi-
dence in his celestial happiness amd plory.
God grant us, under the guidance of your
Halingss, to walk in his footsteps and reach
his reward.’

“In ancient times this act of the Bishops
was equivalent to canenization, something
that for centuries past belongs only to the
Pope, Hesides Mrs. Seton and ™ Bichop
Bruté three other American candidates
await the honors of the altar. These are
the Lily of the Mobawk,' Tegakwita, an
Ipequais maiden, native of New York
State, and twe Frenchmen, Rend Paupil
and Father Isane Joguoes, 5. T, mission-
aties in the Mohawk Valley, The Thind
Plenary Codneil of Baltimore, held in 1884,
recommended these last three to e for
canonization. 5o that of the five candi-
dates two arc native New Yorkers and two
others intimately associated with the Em-
pire State, Epwann McSwEENEY,
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